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Fourth Sunday of Advent
A Pastor’s Perspective…

December 18, 2016

4th Sunday of Advent – Mary – a reflection taken from The Unsheltered Heart by Ronald Raab, CSC

I long for the possibilities of God. I shudder as I hear the hushed
words of a penitent woman express that the abuse she experienced as
a child was her fault. Her ice-cold words linger in my heart as she
says her adult life will never heal. I help an elderly man carry his
backpack into the chapel, and he starts telling me that his cancer has
returned, that he has come back to Portland to die on the streets. I
start to cross the street outside our chapel, and I see a twentysomething youth so stoned that his body is freezing. He is in the
middle of the street, in the tracks of the city train.
I am so afraid for people’s survival. Even though we are all
afraid, these encounters stir in me a deeper respect for each person on
earth. As I enter into these relationships, I see more clearly a sincere
moment of faith. I open my eyes to what is real, and there emerges in
my awkward heart a new belief that God is still here. Even in these
bleak circumstances, each human life carries the possibility and
wonder of God’s love.
I am humbled to the earth by how many people carry on in
adulthood the face of unimaginable family neglect. I am speechless
as people share their secrets of mental anguish, job loss, long-term
diseases, and daily hunger. In these uncertain moments, I feel my
own powerlessness to affirm people, because I cannot cure, fix, or
heal anyone. I believe this is the place we receive the message either
from one angle or another not to become afraid in this life. I must
believe with my entire being that people are cared for, that every life
has meaning, and that we will all be consoled by God’s presence.
In these fragile relationships, I experience what is possible in God.
I cannot imagine how Mary felt when this winged heavenly power
approached her to do something unimaginable. I am sure she was
humbled when a voice from beyond said that she would be part of a
plan to invite grace, comfort, and healing into the world. I believe
these events are still happening. Not that any one of us will stand
before a bright light or hear a consoling voice from the unknown, but
our being an instrument of healing is still in God’s plan.
I am sure Mary’s word and conviction must have changed even
the cynic’s mind about what God can do on earth. I admit I am still
trying with all my might to convince some people that others need a
helping hand or a healing presence. I invite people visiting from
local expensive hotels to worship with us, and some people will not
even enter the building because the stench from our guests lingers
long after the hospitality hours have ended. I give talks, write articles,
and send letters; but still some people blame those who are sick for
being sick or people who have no jobs for being unemployed. I wait
with Mary to hear, and not to be afraid, when people need
consolation and new life.
In this fourth Sunday of Advent, the clanging voices of the ancient
prophets are replaced with a subtle example of fearlessness. The
ranting and raving of John, pointing with all his might into the
direction of God, are being replaced with the quiet acquiescence of a
young girl who is preparing the change the world. The sacred liturgy
that rouses us from sleep to wake our very souls to work for justice
and a new order is now tender, quiet, and with genuine hope. I stand
with those prophets shaking my fists for change, and I also kneel with
my hands open in genuine humility that God has a plan.
I come to this fourth Sunday of Advent in great awe because I
cannot chart or diagram any revelation of God’s care for us. Like
Mary and so many other believers before me, I must trust beyond my
imagination. I willingly offer every aspect of my sheltered heart to
God, who expects to pry open my stubbornness. Mary’s subtle
openness in her youth shows me in my adulthood how to wait for
everything for others and for myself.
Luke puts into the mouths and lives of people who have no

worldly power the realization of God’s involvement with everyone.
This is the true Advent message. Mary, the ordinary young person
wanting to experience love, instead lives a message from an angel
that will rattle kings and conquerors. Her prophetic posture of
openness shows us even in our day how to stand up for people who
live in fear, dread, and worry. Mary received the angel as her heart
became unsheltered, open, and transparent for God’s arrival.
Luke’s choice of putting into the mouth of the powerless the real
strength of God teaches us to do the same. From the prophetic words
of the people surviving poverty that I receive a greater experience of
trust and love. I learn that my attachments to wealth, education,
power, and even priestly authority are not ends to love but only a
means to understand a greater dependence on God. People
overcoming severe hardships strengthen my life of genuine prayer,
real integrity, and personal honesty. I depend on the gritty candor of
the marginalized to humble me and offer me a genuine sense of
belonging and purpose in Christ Jesus.
I do not have the personal strength to change people’s lives,
opinions, or faith. However, I am being called to find room in my
sheltered heart to receive the message from God that is more
powerful than what I could ever dream. I am called first to believe
that the Incarnation – God’s presence in the world – is also for my
life. I belong to God. This is the message not only from an angel but
also from Mary’s response. As I minister among the marginalized, I
will never give a word of hope to others without first receiving this
message from within. I will never become an example of love
without first being open to God, who heals my experiences, my
memories, and lasting wounds and calls me into the thick of being an
adult believer.
Mary, the young prophet, demonstrates to all people the
possibilities of God. She anticipated a future as a wife. Her dreams
and plans fit in with her tradition and family history. However, God
invited her to reorder her life, to change her plans, and to trust in
Him. Mary’s expectations for her own life could never have
measured up to what God wanted of her.
On this last Sunday of Advent, we hear within our own lives the
subtle sounds of the prophets. We place ourselves among angel
voices, in the mix of splendid dreaming and the overwhelming care
of God. Mary models for us a rich relationship in God. We are not
excluded from those ancient dreams of heavenly voices. The reality
of Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection invites every follower into
the deep mystery of grace. Every person finds a place in God, a
home in the sacred voice of love.
We prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth. However, we do
not look for grace hidden in the past or completed among the
scriptural prophets. Unless we celebrate Jesus now in our day, grace
is lost and forever trapped in an ancient generation. God is alive
today, calling us all to complete love. This love is for every human
person. No person is excluded, condemned, or withdrawn from this
perfect love. In this busy season, how do we center our lives on the
continuing compassion of God? How do we rest in the perfect
presence of Christ already in our midst? These are the genuine
invitations of God in this holy season.
Reflection questions: When I have missed and not r ecognized
the love that God has for me in my life, it has been because…….??
What aspects of my personality, my attitudes, or my life do I need to
shed in order to kneel humbly with Mary before the Angel’s message
and believe that God has sent a Savior especially for me?
...Advent Blessings to you and your families!

Fourth Sunday of Advent

†Mass Schedule
Monday, December 19, Late Advent Weekday
6:30am Rev. John B. McEntee
8:00am John Antal
Tuesday, December 20, Late Advent Weekday
6:30am Conrad McMillin
8:00am Special Intention CJ
Perpetual Help Devotion after 8:00am Mass

Wed, December 21, Late Advent Weekday
6:30am Lucia Artman
8:00am Joy Jung
All School Mass
Thurs, December 22, Late Advent Weekday
6:30am Rev. William J. Britt
8:00am Brad Senden
Friday, December 23, Late Advent Weekday
6:30am Herman Hamm
8:00am Bill Dennis
Sat., December 24, Vigil Mass of Christmas
4:00pm Max Pidcock
6:30pm Ella Hilke
11:00pm People of the Parish
Sun., December 25, Nativity of the Lord
7:30am Dorothy Grant
11:00am MaryAnn Moore

Readings for the Week
Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;
Lk 1:5-25
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 2021; Lk 1:39-45
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56
Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-66
Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Lk 1:67-79
Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29; Acts 13:1617, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;
Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7;
Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
[1- 5, 9-14]

The Week Ahead
Mon., Dec. 19

Tues., Dec. 20
Wed., Dec. 21
Sat., Dec. 24
Sun., Dec. 25

PSR 6:15-7:30pm & 7-8:30pm
Students will present The Nativity Story
6:45pm Church
School Board 7pm School
FT Students will present The Nativity Story
2pm Church
Youth Ministry 7-9pm YM Room
Vigil of Christmas Masses
4:00pm, 6:30pm, 11:00pm
Christmas Day Masses
7:30am, 11:00am
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December 24, Vigil of Christmas
Lectors
4:00pm Jackie Zoll, Pat Maher
6:30pm Matt Klekar, Jane Muich
11:00pm Jim Ray, Diane Svoboda

Servers: Volunteers Needed - 4:00pm, 6:30pm & 11:00pm
December 25, Nativity of the Lord
Lectors
7:30am Claire Meinert, Dottie Morelli,
11:00am Bill Scarry, Kathy Rodamaker

Servers: Volunteers Needed - 7:30am & 11:00am

Stewardship of Our Treasure
Sunday, 11 December 2016
Envelopes
On-line giving
Loose
Youth

$ 17,157.77
$ 4,362.13
$
760.86
$
7.75

Budget vs Actual for this Sunday

$
$

22,289.51
(2,438.49)

Fiscal Year-to-date Sunday Offering Goal
Fiscal year-to-date Actual Offertory
Budget vs. Actual Fiscal Year-to-date

$
$
$

593,472.00
547,983.00
(45,489.00)

Care Service
All Souls
All Saints
Christmas Day
Immaculate Conception
Seminary
St. Louis Review
Solemnity of Mary

1,357.00
5.00
5.00
670.00
1,725.54
180.00
30.00
40.00

Christmas Club for Major Needs
$ 180,000.00
Yr to Date
$ 73,688.47
Budget vs Actual for Fiscal Y-to-date
$ (106,311.53)
5 to 10 Year Plan Goal for Christmas Club 2017

Parish Construction Debt
Loan Balance as of 11-4-2016
Payment 12-5-2016
Principal
Interest
Current Loan Balance

$
$
$

337,376.94
22,668.02
907.24
23,575.26

$

314,708.92

Ministries & Services
Pastor
Rev. John A. Brockland, JCL
441.7503
Associate Pastor
Rev. James L. Gahan
441.7503
Deacon
Deacon Timothy Schultz
441.7503
Deacon
Deacon Jack Lipin
441.7503
Deacon
Deacon Joseph Hartz
441.7503
School Principal
Mrs. Debbie Pecher
441.4835
DRE Children’s Programs Mrs. Rose Wieschhaus
926.0021
Parish School of Religion Mrs. Rose Wieschhaus
926.0021
Care Service
Deacon Jack Lipin
441.1302
Ushers
Mrs. Adeline Callahan
447.7565
Youth Ministry
Mr. Phil Uro
314.614.4901

Donut Sunday Please note: The first Donut Sunday of 2017 will be held on
Sunday, January 8, 2017. Hope to see you there!

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Early Bulletin Deadline Please make note of the
early bulletin deadline schedule for the upcoming holiday
season. Bulletin information for the January 1st issue must
be submitted by Wednesday, December 21,

LANDINGS Conversion - or a return to practicing the
Catholic faith- has its own time. We cannot push someone to
conversion, but it is important that we be open and helpful
when he/she is ready to come home to the Church.
Sometimes just having an impartial person hear why they
left the faith can be an opening to investigate returning to
the Church. LANDINGS provides a non-judgmental listening
ear and someone to journey along the returning path.
Please let your friends and family know that we miss them
and want to talk about their needs. For more information
call Sherry at 636-928-0384.

PSR News

Prayer: Faith Expressed
Thank you to all the PSR families who contributed items at
our Advent Prayer Service or helped with the Adopted a
Family last weekend!
Upcoming Events
Dec 19 - PSR Class, 3rd grade Parent Child activity-Nativity
Play in church at 6:30pm, PSR Catechist, Aid and
Of ice Christmas Party after PSR
Dec 26-Jan 2 No PSR Christmas Break
We will be collecting baby items during the month of
January
Jan 9 - PSR Class, 2nd grade in church
Jan 10 - First Reconciliation at 7PM
Jan 16 - Martin Luther King Day, No PSR
Jan 23 - PSR Class-Parent Prayer Video 6:30pm in Adult Ed
Room

Music Ministry News

For the weeks leading up to Christmas, the two CDs
produced by our parish Music Ministries will be available in
the church lobby for a minimum $5 donation. These
recordings of music and prayer make excellent presents and
stocking stuffers, and help spread the ministry of our parish
through giving to family and friends, as well as supporting
the music ministry programs.

Drummer Needed!

In January we will need a drummer to join our 11:30 mass
ensemble. If you are interested or know someone who is,
please contact Orin at johnsono@stsja.org or 636-980-6255.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who made Adopt-A-Family possible for
the 2016 Christmas season! Hundreds of families were blessed
last weekend with food, gifts, Christmas trees, gift cards,
decorations, and bicycles. Thank you to the MANY volunteers
who adopted a family, donated bicycles, or donated time over
the weekend. A special thank you to the Loyal Order of the
Squirrels who fixed, cleaned and refurbished donated bicycles
that were distributed to many local children. THANK YOU!!
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Eucharistic Adoration

**Please Note:
There will be no Eucharistic Adoration on
Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve.
Come visit Our Lord for an hour if you need peace in your
life. We are especially in need of Adorers on Saturday
evening, 8-9pm. If you are in need of this quiet time
with the Lord call or text Kathy Rodamaker 636-352-9341.
He's waiting to show YOU His Love.

Usher Sign Ups for Christmas Masses
The Christmas schedule is on the counter in the vesting sacristy.
Please consider signing up for one of the Masses. Thank you!

Sts. Joachim and Ann School
Embracing God’s Love,
One Child at a Time

During the month of December, our
students will be focusing on the virtue
of Generosity– Giving without counting
the cost.
We hope you will join us for the Story
of the Nativity on Tuesday, December
20th at 2:00 in church. Please come and share in scripture
and sing along with our carols.
Please also join us at our next All School Mass on
Wednesday, December 21 at 8:00AM as we celebrate Advent
and prepare for Christmas.
Classes will resume on January 3, 2017.
Upcoming Dates:
Tuesday, December 20 – Nativity presentation at 2PM in
church
Wednesday, December 21 – 8AM All School Mass; Noon
Dismissal – Christmas break begins

JASSS
Sts. Joachim & Ann Senior Service
& Social Club Seniors 55 & Older

Our next Board Meeting is January 9th.
Our General Meeting, in the Care Service,
will be on Tuesday, January 24th at 12:00
noon.
We welcome our new board members
who will be installed at this meeting.
Congratulations to Ann Frey: President, Bob Lefebvre: VicePresident, Melody Williams: Secretary, and Sandy Lyll:
Treasurer!

Help Wanted

Custodial/Maintenance Job Opening at Duchesne High
School. Hours 2:00pm—10:30pm. Salary commensurate
with experience. Contact Dominic Muich 636-946-6767, ext.
6917.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
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PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK
Especially those in our parish:

We are asked to pray for those
who have died:

James Beck
Marcy Benoist
Norv Benoist
Mara Berry
Penny Blake
Regis Blutas (son)
Bob Boland
Maggie Brown
Jacob Burnett
Joyce Callanan
Kathy Cartwright
Bette Chant
Christine Chapman
Dennis Christensen
Lorraine Chrun
Jeff Coleman
Nancy Conover
Shawn Criscione
Tonya Davis
Diane Dorn
Tariq Eddington
Bill Fernandez
Juanita Fernandez
Chakita Fields
Mike Fischer
Tom Flatley
Kit Flor
Becky Fretz
Michael Gasper
Bessie Gavura
Tim Goedeke
Christopher Gwin

•

Brett Haubrich
Chelsi Hauser
Kurt Heist
Richard Hendel
Tasha Herbig
Barb Hogan
Saxon Hunt
Debbie Ilges
Marian Irwin
Cindi Johnson
Luke Kahrhoff
Tony Kavadas
Lenore Kelly
John Kientzel
Pat Knickmeyer
Barton Lehr
Ed Leith
Jillian Litton
Mary Long
Sarah Mahler
Mitchell Martin
Lori Mayo
Tom McCoy
Angie Merton
Arnold Meyer
Mary Ann Mills
Eleanor Monolo
Gerry Moore
Betty Morton
Dorothy Nanna
Daniel Nolan
George Nugent

Daniel Palms
Lisa Phillips
Millie Pidgeon
Ralph Ponzar
Bill Rogers
Mary Rone
Edward Ruethling
Krisy Ruethling
Valerie Ruethling
Bob Ruzensky
Dan Schaefering
Jo Schaeffering
Loretta Schleeper
Frank Schmersahl
Joanna Schneider
Debbie Shaw
Tracy Sherman
Kelly A. Smith
Ronnie Stockmann
Mariah Tarin
Francesca Taullo
Angie Terry
Jessica Thomas
Marissa Wanninger
Mattie Mae Weaver
Weaver Family
Ronald Williams
Tony Winkler
Chris Wooldridge

Catholic Men for Christ Conference

The 10th Annual Catholic Men for Christ Conference,
featuring Marcus Grodi, Rev. Art Cavitt, John Leonetti and
Damon Ownes, will be held Saturday, February 18th at the
Touhill Performing Arts Center. For more information and
to register online visit catholicmenforchrist.org. Early bird
registration fee of $35 ends December 31st; $50 at the door.

Thank You, Read for Need Participants!

Kathleen Donnelly

Our Lady of Guadalupe,

The chapel to honor Our Lady of
Guadalupe located in the back of church
by Fr. Gahan’s confessional, will be
available until Dec. 18th. The lights will
remain on every evening until 8 p.m. for
families/individuals who wish to use the
chapel area. Please use the coded
entrance by the rectory to enter.
There will be children’s books,
meditative reading for adults, novenas,
rosaries, pamphlets on how to pray the Rosary if you are
unfamiliar, a lending library of dvd’s for PSR and day school,
and a box with stationery for letters to our Blessed Mother.
Rest assured, your letters will only be read by her!
Let’s bring our dif iculties, relationships or areas in need
of healing to Our Lady, whose intercession brings “life” to all
that we entrust to her care. Then imagine her giving us the
same advice she gave the servants at the wedding feast at
Cana, “Do whatever He tells you!”

Shop For Our Schools

Is your Christmas shopping inished?? If not, let Shop for our
Schools make it easy for you. This is the last weekend for
Shop for our School availability before Christmas. We’ve got
lots of last minute ideas and stocking stuffers. Have you
thought of gift cards to Applebee’s, Chevy’s, Paul’s Donuts or
Starbuck’s? Maybe your teen would like Subway, St. Louis
Bread Co or Cecil Whittaker’s? Do you need new Christmas
or New Year’s Eve out its? We have cards to Kohl’s, Dillard,
Macy’s, Limited, Banana Republic and more! Let us make
your shopping “daze” easier! Merry Christmas from all of the
Shop for our School volunteers!

A big thank you to all the students, teachers and parents of Sts.
Joachim and Ann School who participated in the Read for Need
Program this year! The Care Service was presented with a check
for $2,268.30. We are so proud of the children who worked so hard
to help other children in need. May God bless you as you have
blessed us with your generous spirit! You have helped us keep
Jesus in the hearts of children and families in our local communities
and have made a huge difference in their lives.
~ From your brothers and sisters at the Care Service

Hours: Saturday after 5pm Mass (1st & 3rd Saturdays);
Sunday after 7:30am Mass (1st & 3rd Sundays), after 9:30am
Mass and before 11:30am Mass.

Experience CBC High School for yourself! CBC is

January

happy to announce that our Junior Cadet Shadow Program is now
being offered to 7th grade students. Don’t miss your chance to get a
head start on your high school decision. This program is by
appointment only and availability is limited to Feb. 3, Feb.
24, March 31, andApril 25, 2017. Please contact Melissa Ryan
at ryanm@cbchs.org or 314-985-6095 to schedule today.

Youth Ministry Events

Wednesdays in the Youth Ministry Room - from 7-9pm
Upcoming Events:
December
21 Posada (Christmas Party)
28 Movie Night
4 Encounter at Incarnate Word
11 Movie Night
18 Bible Study
25 Game Night - Tentative
25-29 Pro-Life Pilgrimage w/Generation Life

For more information, contact Phillip Uro, 314-614-4901.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Trivia Night Returns!

The Parish Trivia Night returns on Saturday, March 4,
2017! Tickets will go on sale in January - watch
the bulletin for details. Tables consist of eight players - It's
not too early to gather your family and friends over the
holidays and have them mark their calendars. Trivia will
once again be produced by Bob Fortner. If you have
questions, please contact Sue McCoy at trivia@stsja.org

PLEASE HELP!!!!
Stitches for Life needs the following items in order to provide a
wonderful Christmas to homeless children: Dolls (knitted, crochet,
sewn or purchased) with clothing, Christmas ties (for volunteers to
wear during a Christmas party for homeless children), new or like
new; again made or purchased. Wheelchair/walker bags (patterns
online or call Molly). If you can help with these needs , please call
Molly at 636-447-7566.

Advertising Opportunity

This Guide Book & Directory will be the Who, What, Where,
When Why and How of our Parish. The book is being
provided at no cost to us. Local businesses are being
solicited to advertise in the book. If you own or manage a
business and would like to ind out about advertising in our
book, contact Guide Book Publishing at 636-391-2121.
Reference our book #0014.
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Membership Information Update Requested
For The 2017 Directory
Do we have YOUR family membership record correct in our
database? Here is your chance to update your record for our annual
Guide Book and Directory. It is time for us to update our database
with any changes, additions or deletions that may have occurred in
your family over the past year.
Have you changed your phone number? Have you moved? Are
you preparing to move soon? Are all of your children still living at
home and are they all included in your membership record? Do you
want your record published?
If you have changes to your membership record, please complete
the form below and return it to the rectory so that the information in
the Guide Book/Directory and our Parish Census is correct.

PLEASE PRINT
Family Name: _______________________________________
Individual Family Members:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Address:
__________________________________________________
Phone:
___________________________________________________
____ Do not include family phone number in the directory

The Picnic Committee
Needs YOU!

It’s not too early to start
thinking about the planning of
our 2017 Parish Picnic!
The picnic committee is in need of several Chair positions for
next year.
♦ Game Booth Chair Person and 3 or 4 Game Booth
Co-Chair people
♦ Volunteer Coordinator Co-Chair Person
♦ Sponsor Chair Person
♦ Licensing Chair Person
Contact Phil Dukeman at parish.picnic@stsja.org or
314-397-0411.

Thank You for Your Support of the Annual
Catholic Appeal Sts. Joachim and Ann Care Service has
been awarded $90,000 for the 2017 year from the Annual
Catholic Appeal by Archbishop Carlson. Through your support
of the Annual Catholic Appeal, you are personally helping to
serve people in need in a meaningful way that can in luence
change. ACA proceeds help provide safe, secure housing to
those who are vulnerable and ensure that they receive case
management, integrated services and tools necessary to
overcome homelessness and reach self-reliance through
systemic change. Thank you for your generous contributions to
the ACA, which assists the families and individuals served by
the Care Service as well as many other agencies who help those
most in need. As the 2017 Appeal approaches, we will be
seeking volunteers to share with others the impact our mission
has on the community. If you would like to help us tell our story,
please contact us at (636) 441-1302, ext. 263.

____ Do not include family in the directory at all
Please make the following changes:_______________________
___________________________________________________
*New parishioners will automatically be listed in the Guide
Book & Directory unless otherwise stated on registration form.

Sign-ups for Scouts
Sign ups are occurring now and the Pack and Troop want you! Cub
Scouts is for any boy 1st - 5th grade with a focus on learning how to
build character, values and ethics through fun, action packed
activities. We meet twice a month and would love to have your son
get involved. Boy Scouts is for any boy 6th - 12th grade and is
focused on all the same things Cub Scouts is, but with a lot more
outdoor activities and opportunity to explore. Please contact Jack
Culian at (636) 922-1132 to learn more and sign-up. Come and join
our fun and adventurous group today!

Christmas Floral
Anyone wanting to help defray the cost of our church floral
decoration for the Christmas season may do so by filling out the
form below and returning it to the rectory.
Donor’s Name: ______________________________________
To Be Remembered: __________________________________
___________________________________________________
Amount of donation ($12 ea) _________________
Please make checks payable to Sts. Joachim and Ann

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Are Wedding Bells Ringing in Your Future?
Even though a minimum six months of preparation is
needed for the celebration of the Sacrament of Matrimony,
more time is usually desirable. We ordinarily desire to meet
with a couple a few times to help you assess readiness for
the sacrament and then set a wedding date. Please give
yourselves and us time to do this. Solidifying a Church date
should be the irst step in your preparation. Then other
reservations can be made. Call 636-441-7503 to speak with
Fr. Brockland or Fr. Gahan.

Sweet Dreams Sleeper Drive

We will be collecting new, size newborn to 12 month
sleepers for Birthright, St. Louis during the week of January
14-22nd. There will be a collection box in the Gathering
Space. Every mom who comes to Birthright receives a “Baby
Starter Bag” illed with newborn necessities. Thank you for
supporting the mission of Love, Hope and Life.

Safe Environment Program

Anyone, 18 or older, who works with or volunteers with
children must be compliant with the Safe Environment
Program of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis set forth by the
USCCB. (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)
Compliance includes
♦ attending a Protecting God’s Children Workshop,
♦ completing a Missouri Background Check,
♦ and reading and signing a Code of Ethical Conduct form.
♦ Additional background checks may be necessary if you
have lived out of state in previous years.
JoAnne Van Acker, 636-441-7503, jvanacker@stsja.org or
the Archdiocesan Safe Environment Program of ice at
314-792-7271.

Volunteers Needed

What will your New Year’s resolution be? Birthright of St.
Charles has phone volunteer and receptionist opportunities
available and will be holding training session in January. Please
contact sheri@birthrightstcharles.org or 636-724-1200. for
more info; www.birthrightstcharles.org

7th Annual St. Joseph Men’s Club Trivia Night,
January 21, 2017 at 7pm. Doors open at 6pm.
St. Joseph Cottleville Gym, 1355 Motherhead Road. $160 per
team – table of 8. If table payment is received by December
31, the team/table will receive one free mulligan/answer for one
round for the event. Beer, water, soda provided. Bring your
own table snacks. Raffle baskets & Silent Auction, 50/50,
Mulligans for sale. Emcee, Greg Damon, KMOX Radio. For
reservations, stjoesmensclub@gmail.com,
Greg Damon, 314-303-4170, Rich Greiner, 314-504-5455. Mail
to: St. Joe’s Men’s Club, 1355 Motherhead Rd., St. Charles
63304.
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